WASHINGTON COUNTY
ELECTION COMMISSION

2516 E Oakland Ave Johnson City, TN 37601
Phone: 423-753-1688 / Fax: 423-913-8430 Website: wcecoffice.com

Washington County Election Administrator Report — September 28, 2026 County Commission

The office has been very busy preparing for the November General election, which for our office preparation
began soon after the August election was certified. We start by building the November ballot and once
approved by the state can begin printing the Absentee ballots as early as September 3. We paused
completing the November ballot because of the possible runoff election or tiebreaker vote but after that was
finalized we submitted our ballot for approval and inspected it for errors on return. Our forecast for the
November election conservatively projects over 40,000 voters, with 20,000 early voters. Realistically we
could see 45,000 voters, considering in 2018 we also had an open Governorship and voted 45,557, with
25,000 voting early. Four years ago, with Gov Bill Lee up for reelection we voted 35,311.

We did have a candidate contest the County Mayor election and our hearing to dismiss the complaint is
September 29. If not dismissed, the case will be heard October 5 & 6. Our Early Voting period begins
October 14. We would normally be programming and testing all 158 machines in mid-September but since
the 143 August voting systems are not available due to the lawsuit, we could only test early voting machines.
Fortunately, we did not use 15 machines in August, so we developed a early voting plan using our 15 machines
and fortunately borrowed 9 machines from other counties. Without these loaned 9 machines we would’ve been
forced to close the Gray EV site and use less machines in JBO & FH due to the lawsuit. We have confidence
in our Washington County election processes and the judicial system, so we look forward to getting this
resolved without additional disruptions to the upcoming election.

We are scheduled to vote residents in our nursing home facilities on October 7, 8 and 9", early voting from
October 14 to October 29'". We will begin early voting site connection testing with City of Johnson City, JC
Schools and WC department of Education personnel on October 5", preparing for EV setup on October 12
and 13. Maxwell and Meredith attended the National Registration Day event at ETSU on September nber 15"
fulfilling an invitation from Joy Fulkerson. We are preparing for our WC Insider program on October 13 as well.

We have had steady foot traffic in the office registering to vote and we processed hundreds of registrations.
We can register new voters until October 5% and then shut that down until after the November 3™ election. I'm
anticipating September to be a good month for new registrations.

Feel free to call with any questions
Chuck Vest
Washington County Tn Administrator of Elections

423-753-1688 Chuck@wcecoffice.com

Election Commissioners
Lori Rosenoff - Chair, Margaret Davis - Secretary, Mike Hubbard, Mike Elder, Turney Williams - Members

Staff
Chuck Vest, Administrator of Elections, Sheila Hayes, Chief Deputy, Veronica Nuckols, IT Deputy, Steve
Yantachka, Absentee Deputy, Maxwell Hawkins, Logistics Deputy, Meredith Zebracki, Office Deputy



WASHINGTON COUNTY
ELECTION COMMISSION

2516 E Oakland Ave Johnson City, TN 37601
Phone: 423-753-1688 / Fax: 423-913-8430 Website: wcecoffice.com

Call of the Washington County Election Commission Pursuant to TCA §2-1-113 Notice is hereby
given that the commission will meet Wednesday, October 13, 2026 @ 9:30 am.

Opening Prayer and Pledge
Communication from Chairperson
Review and approval of Minutes
Administrator Report & Communications
e Commissioner precincts visit schedule
e Washington County Insider PowerPoint
¢ Staff invited to present to 3 government classes at Providence Academy
5. Public Comments
Election Commissioner communications
7. Old business
a. none
8. New business
a. Voting machines which will be used during the November 3™ election period, will
be examined and certified by the election commissioners or designees. TCA § 2-
9-105(b) Handout
b. Complete Q4 Inspection Report TCA §2-2-120 Handout
c. Conduct any election business before the commission pursuant to duties listed
in TCA § 2-12-116, and any other business that may come before the commission
9. Schedule the next meeting — (suggested Nov 17, 2026. Certify election due Nov 23)
10. Adjourn

e [0 50 X

=2

The meeting will be held at 2516 East Oakland Ave, Johnson City, TN. Public comment sign-up sheets will be placed at
the entrance of the meeting space fifteen (15) minutes until two (2) minutes before the meeting starts. Speakers must be
Washington County residents and are given three (3) minutes to speak about items on the agenda or pertinent to the
duties of the Washington County Election Commission

Election Commissioners
Lori Rosenoff - Chair, Margaret Davis - Secretary, Mike Hubbard, Mike Elder, Turney Williams - Members

Staff
Chuck Vest, Administrator of Elections, Sheila Hayes, Chief Deputy, Veronica Nuckols, IT Deputy, Steve
Yantachka, Absentee Deputy, Maxwell Hawkins, Logistics Deputy, Meredith Zebracki, Office Deputy



Washington County Election Commission
Date: September 30, 2026
Time: 9:30 AM
Location: Election Office, 2516 East Oakland Ave, Johnson City, TN 37601
Chairpetson: Lori Rosenoff
Minute Taker: Veronica Nuckols

Aitendance:
o Commissioners: Margaret Davis, Mike Elder, Mike Hubbard, and Turney Williams
e Commissioner Absent: Lori Rosenoff
e Administrator of Elections {AOE): Chuck Vest
¢ Staff: Veronhica Nuckols
e Machine Technicians: Jeff Clyburn and Aaron Bible

o (Guasts and members of the public: Johnson City Press, Daniel Goodrich, James Reeves,

and other members of the community.

Call to Order:
e Commissioner Davis called the meeting to order.
e Commissioner Hubbard opened with prayer.

Communication from the Chairperson:
e N/A
Approval of Minutes:

» Motion to approve: Commissioner Hubbard
¢ Seconded by: Commissioner Williams
¢ Approved unanimously.

Administrator’s Report:

* Reported the lawsuit was dismissed on September 29, 2026.

¢ The dismissal allows the election staff to proceed with programming Election Day
machines.

e Without access to the voting machines, the county coutd have faced approximately
$65,000 in leasing cost or the use of paper ballots.

s Thanked MicraVote for providing nine additional machines, allowing all early voting
locations to open.



Public Comments:
+ James Reeves - spoke about election results, voting machines, and the dismissed
lawsuit,

Commissioner Discussion:

Vest addressed questions regarding the lawsuit and paper audit trail.

Commissioners discussed the importance of voters reviewing their ballots hefore casting
their votes.

Commissioner Williams commended Vest and staff for their work during recent
challenges.

Commissioner Elder discussed the durability and reliability of the MicroVote voting

machines. He explained that the Commission chose these machines because they use
push-button controls rather than touch screens, which can be more prone to breaking or
cracking.

The machines have been used by the county for many years and have proven to be
reliable.

Old Business:
e None

New Business:

Examine and Certify Early Voting Machines:
¢ AOE Vest introduced the Machine Technicians — Jeff Clyburn (R) and Aaron Bible (D).

¢ The Commissioners and party representatives examined and certified the early voting
machines.

Schedule Next Meeting:
e Date: Ocioher 13, 2026
e Time:9:30 AM

Adjournment:
¢ Motion to approve: Commissioner Edler
* Seconded by: Commissioner Turney
e Approved Unanimously



WASHINGTON COUNTY
ELECTION COMMISSION

2516 E Oakland Ave Johnson City, TN 37601
Phone: 423-753-1688 / Fax: 423-913-8430 Website: wcecoffice.com
Chair — Lori Rosenoff. Secretary — Margaret Davis, Members — Mike Hubbard, Mike Elders, Turney Willicuns

DATE: October 9, 2026

TO:  Washington County Democratic Party Chairperson
Washington County Republican Party Chairperson
Independent candidates

Johnson City Press, WJHL, WCYB

RE:  November 3, 2026 Election, Voting Machines Examination notice

As required by T. C. A. § 2-9-105 (b), the Washington County Election Commission will randomly inspect
voting machines prior to Early Voting and Election Day.

During a scheduled Washington County Election Commission meeting on October 13, 2026, at 9:30am,
the voting machines which will be used during the November 3™ election period, will be examined by the
election commissioners or designee.

The examinations will take place at the Washington County Election Office at the address noted above.
Any questions can be directed to our office at 423-753-1688

Best Regards

Chuck Vest

Certified Administrator of Elections

Washington County Tennessee

2516 E. Oakland Ave

Johnsaon City, TN 37601

423-753-1688 (Q) 423-202-1563 (C)

| 4YEARSIN A ROW

Tenreasee hus been ranked #] in

Election Integrity

for the 4th consecudive year!
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